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in the gender–delinquency relationship. While in all classes males are freer to engage 
in delinquent behavior than females, males in more powerful classes are the freest to 
engage in such behavior compared with males in less powerful classes.115 As a result, 
individuals—especially those from various social classes—experience power relationships 
in the larger society differently. Specifically, the social reproduction of gender relations 
refers to those activities, institutions, and relationships that are involved in maintaining 
and reinforcing gender roles. These activities include those individuals responsible for 
caring for, protecting, and socializing children for their adult roles. According to this 
theoretical perspective, family class structure shapes the social reproduction of gender 
relations, which then influences rates of delinquency.116 These power relationships in the 
larger society are reflected in the family relationships. Evaluations of the power-control 
theory reveal inconsistent findings;117 others have maintained that the power-control 
theory is just a variation of the liberation thesis (i.e., the mother’s liberation causes the 
daughter’s criminal behavior).118

Feminist Perspectives on Understanding 
Crime and Criminal Behavior

In 1987, Sandra Harding asked the question, “What’s new in feminist analyses?” She 
provided three characteristics or features that distinguish feminist research.119 The first 
feature is that the empirical and theoretical bases emanate from women’s experiences. 
These bases, or resources, question as well as challenge traditional understandings of 
what has been considered human activity, as defined by white, European, middle-class 
men. By examining women’s experiences, various issues are raised that contradict tra-
ditional research. The second feature of feminist analyses was the new purpose for 
women, whereas traditional analyses have primarily been for men. Research questions 
and answers are not “to pacify, control, exploit, or manipulate women.” Furthermore, 
this research is implemented to meet the needs of women and to understand as well as 

FIGURE 12.3
Causal Model of Gender and Delinquency

Source: Hagan, J., Gillis, A. R., & Simpson, J. (1985). The class structure of gender and delinquency: Toward a 
power-control theory of common delinquent behavior. American Journal of Sociology, 90, 1157.

Gender Self-Reported
Delinquency

Taste for
Risk

Perceived
Sanction
Risk

Getting
Caught

Getting
Punished

Parental
Control

Maternal
Parental




